
FEIBP Congress 2018  

Raw Materials Report Vegetable Fibres – Urte Rietdorf, Friedrich Platt 
GmbH 

Tampico 
The Tampico availability as well as the price level from Mexico are stable. Thus neither shortages nor 
extreme price escalations are to be expected at the moment. The quality of the established suppliers 
is very good.  

Bahia 
  
The extraction of Bahia fibres from the palms is a very manual and therefore labour intense 
procedure which is mainly done by indigene workers from the region. The fibres’ quality depends 
strongly on the raw material’s origin region and on the supplier, whereat the general quality is good. 
Some suppliers try to depress the prices by circumventing the employment laws. But the established 
suppliers have no difficulties with this and not also regarding availability and quality. 

Sherbro 
  
Sherbro Fibre is available again. Indeed the prices have risen during the past months, but the fibres 
are of good quality and available in sufficient quantity. 

Palmyra 
  
The Palmyra Fibre prices have strongly risen during the past year. This is also due to  lacks in supply 
caused by bad weather conditions. Also for the coming year slight price increases are possible, as the 
wage level has been increased, the transport costs rise and the demand has increased. The Palmyra 
quality is stable and the availability sufficient.  

Coconut Fibre 
For the coming year the price raise seems to relieve, as the weather conditions have improved. Also 
the supply situation seems to become better. The quality is still on a good level.  

Arenga 
  
Since 2017 the production costs have risen by 5% in average. Primarily responsible for this were 
risen wage costs, the inflation rate and high raw material prices. Until now it has been possible to 
balance these costs by improvements in the production process. Therefore there are no price raises 
to be expected in 2018. The fibre quality is on a good level and is continued to be improved by 
better production process conditions. This has also positive effects on the availability.   
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